
HIGHLIGHTS

Honey production

In 2021, there were an estimated 547 beekeepers in Québec 
operating nearly 75,000 colonies (+11.6% compared to 2020). 
Honey production totalled about 2,260 metric tons (t) and yield 
per colony was 31.5 kilograms (kg).

Honey sales

The volume of honey sales totalled 1,832.6 t in 2021, while the 
average price paid to producers was about $8.28/kg. Honey sales 
stood at $15.2 million. 

Colony rentals

The number of colonies rented out for pollination stood at 59,074 
in 2021. The average rental price per colony was $153.85/colony 
and total rental revenue was $9.1 million in 2021. Colonies rent-
ed out for blueberry (38,169) and cranberry (18,020) production 
accounted for 95.1% of all colonies rented. 

Total value

The total value of beekeeping activities is estimated at $26.5 mil-
lion for 2021. Honey sales stood at $15.2 million in 2021, a 57.3% 
share in relation to total beekeeping activities. Colony rentals 
($9.1 million) accounted for 34.3% of bee production, and other 
bee products ($2.2 million), for 8.4%.

The 2021 survey conducted by the Institut de la statistique du Québec (ISQ) covered Québec beekeepers with at least 
six colonies in production. This survey aims to provide a picture of beekeeping in Québec and monitor the evolution of 
this industry. The data produced from this survey are available on the ISQ’s website.

from the Survey on 
Beekeeping in Québec
2021 Survey

Figure 1
Value of bee production,1 Québec, 2016-2021 

1. Data for 2020 and 2021 were obtained following a redesign of the 
questionnaire. Caution must therefore be exercised when comparing the 
value of bee production in 2020 and 2021 with that from previous years.

Source:  Institut de la statistique du Québec, Survey on Beekeeping 
in Québec, 2016 to 2021.
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Québec regions

The combined regions of Estrie and Montérégie had the highest 
number of beekeepers in Québec (172), followed by Saguenay– 
Lac-Saint-Jean, Capitale-Nationale, Côte-Nord and Chaudière- 
Appalaches (137). The combined regions of Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean, 
Capitale-Nationale, Côte-Nord and Chaudière-Appalaches led the 
way in terms of the number of colonies (21,270), with Estrie and 
Montérégie coming in second place (18,245). The combined re-
gions of Bas-Saint-Laurent and Gaspésie–Îles-de-la-Madeleine had 
the highest yield per colony (57.7 kg/colony), while Mauricie and 
Centre- du-Québec had the lowest (9.3 kg/colony).

For comprehensive data from the Survey on Beekeeping  
in Québec, go to: statistique.quebec.ca/en/
recherche?sujet=beekeeping-honey. 

Table 1
Principal honey statistics by combined administrative regions, Québec, 2021

Combined administrative regions Active 
beekeepers

Colonies1 Honey production Honey sales3

Per colony2 Total Total Average price Total value

n n kg/n t t $/kg $K

Bas-Saint-Laurent and  
Gaspésie–Îles-de-la-Madeleine 32 4,337 57.7 242.2 162.0 9.40 1,522.1
Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean, Capitale-Nationale, 
Côte-Nord and Chaudière-Appalaches 137 21,270 29.6 618.1 597.6 6.77 4,044.7
Mauricie and Centre-du-Québec 61 13,082 9.3 120.6 97.4 8.30 807.8
Estrie and Montérégie 172 18,245 32.8 536.9 477.0 8.19 3,908.5
Montréal, Outaouais, Abitibi-Témiscamingue, 
Nord-du-Québec and Laval 69 5,609 46.7 256.8 230.8 6.95 1,605.1
Lanaudière and Laurentides 76 12,436 43.1 485.4 268.0 12.24 3,279.4

Total 547 74,979 31.5 2,260.0 1,832.6 8.28 15,167.6

1.  Includes the colonies of beekeepers who did not harvest any honey. 
2.  Estimate calculated based on the colonies of beekeepers who harvested honey. 
3.  Data for 2021 were obtained following a redesign of the questionnaire in 2020. 

Notes:  Unless otherwise indicated, coefficient of variation lower than 15%; estimate good to excellent. 
Data pertaining to beekeepers with at least six colonies in production. 
Figures may not add up to totals due to rounding.

Source:  Institut de la statistique du Québec, Survey on Beekeeping in Québec, 2021.

https://statistique.quebec.ca/en/recherche?sujet=beekeeping-honey
https://statistique.quebec.ca/en/recherche?sujet=beekeeping-honey
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Table 2
Value of beekeeping activities, Québec, 2016-2021

2016 2017 2018 2019 20201 20211

$K

Honey sales 15,074.5 15,120.0 16,654.6 15,407.9 8,136.4 15,167.6
Colony rentals 8,020.2 6,515.7 7,018.6 7,616.3 7,908.3 9,081.2
Sales of other products2 1,598.6 1,884.7 1,758.5 2,170.2 1,847.3 2,235.4

Total 24,693.3 23,520.4 25,431.7 25,194.4 17,892 26,484.2

1.  Data for 2020 and 2021 were obtained following a redesign of the questionnaire. Caution must therefore be exercised when comparing data on sales of honey 
and other products with those from previous years.

2.  Queen bees, nucleus colonies, pollen, beeswax, royal jelly and propolis.

Notes:  Data pertaining to beekeepers with at least six colonies in production. 
Figures may not add up to totals due to rounding.

Source:  Institut de la statistique du Québec, Survey on Beekeeping in Québec, 2016 to 2021.

Table 3
Statistics on the rental of colonies for pollination by crop type, Québec, 2021

Crop Colony rentals

Colonies rented Average price Total value

n $/n $K

Blueberry 38,169 163.00 6,213.2
Cranberry 18,020 147.42 2,655.4
Other1 2,885 319.26 212.5

Total 59,074 153.85 9,081.2

1.  Cucumber, strawberry, apple, and various crops not elsewhere specified.

Notes:  Data pertaining to beekeepers with at least six colonies in production. 
Figures may not add up to totals due to rounding.

Source:  Institut de la statistique du Québec, Survey on Beekeeping in Québec, 2021.
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