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 How is child 
development in 
kindergarten measured?
The development of children in kindergarten is measured 
using the Early Development Instrument, also called the 
EDI (©McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario). This 
questionnaire is completed by teachers for each child 
in their class. It assesses the strengths and weaknesses 
of groups of children living in the same community or 
area in five domains of development:

• Physical health and well-being

• Social competence

• Emotional maturity

• Language and cognitive development

• Communication skills and general knowledge

Used in Québec, Canada and even elsewhere in the 
world, the EDI allows us to see how ready children are 
to begin learning in a school setting. The questions refer 
to simple behaviours that can be observed at school. 
The EDI does not provide an individual measurement 
of child development and cannot be used to establish 
a diagnosis. 

What is the Institut de la statistique 
du Québec?

The Institut de la statistique du Québec is a neutral 
government organization responsible for producing, 
analyzing and disseminating reliable and objective data 
on Québec society.

Pour obtenir la version française de ce document, 
veuillez nous appeler au 418 691-2404 ou sans frais 
au 1 800 561-0213.

mailto:eqdem@stat.gouv.qc.ca


Welcome!

Who is covered  
by the survey?
This large-scale survey covers, with a few exceptions, all 
children enrolled in 5-year-old kindergarten in public and 
private schools, meaning approximately 90,000 children. 
Just over 5,000 kindergarten teachers will be asked to 
complete a questionnaire for each child in their class 
via the secure website of the Institut de la statistique du 
Québec (ISQ).

When will the survey 
take place?
The ISQ will carry out the third edition of the survey in 
2022. Data collection will begin in February and will take 
place over several weeks.

How is data protected? 
Under the Act respecting the Institut de la statistique du 
Québec (CQLR, chapter I-13.011), the ISQ guarantees 
the confidentiality of the data collected as well as the 
anonymity of participants. Only aggregate, anonymous 
results will be disseminated.

Where can I see 
the results?
The results of the third edition of the survey, which will include 
comparisons with the 2012 and 2017 editions, will be released 
in September 2023 on the website statistique.quebec.ca.

Who and what are 
these results for?
The results of the survey are particularly useful to organizations 
with an interest in child development such as school 
environments, integrated health and social service centres, 
community organizations, and educational childcare services. 

QSCDK results therefore constitute a source of information 
aimed at:

• mobilizing all provincial, regional and local actors; and

• informing these actors about the measures to be taken 
to support children’s development in order to promote 
better social and academic adjustment for a greater 
number of children. 

Ultimately, it is the children who will benefit the most from 
these efforts!

Time for 
the big leap
The transition from kindergarten to Grade 1 is an 
important step in a child’s life. The Québec Survey of 
Child Development in Kindergarten, also called QSCDK, 
reports on children’s readiness for this big leap. 

The participation of school service centres, school boards, 
schools and teachers in the QSCDK provides important 
information on the development of Québec children in 
kindergarten. 

Origin of the project
The goal of the Initiative concertée d’intervention pour 
le développement des jeunes enfants (Joint Intervention 
Initiative for Early Childhood Development) [ICIDJE] is 
to support the development of Québec children aged 
0 to 5 years. The QSCDK is the first phase of ICIDJE. 
The second phase seeks to optimize planning and 
interventions in the health and social services, education 
and family sectors based on the survey data and other 
sources. More information is available in French on the 
ICIDJE website.

The QSCDK 2022 is the result of a partnership 
between the Ministère de la Santé et des Services 
sociaux, the Ministère de l’Éducation, the Ministère 

de la Famille, the Lucie and André Chagnon 
Foundation, and the Institut de la statistique 

du Québec.


